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MIDDLE EAST — MINISTER’S VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood-Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [12.09 pm]: I wish to 
inform the house about my recent overseas trade promotion visit to the Middle East, which I undertook last 
month. The Middle East is a $1.3 billion market for Western Australian agrifood exports, and it is growing 
rapidly. Saudi Arabia is our fourth biggest export customer after Japan, Indonesia and China. I acknowledge that 
the good trading relationship between the Middle East and WA is, in part, due to the work of my predecessor, 
who was a regular visitor to the region and has just returned from a visit to the Middle East himself.  

During my visit I met government ministers in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates, and met 
many companies that are existing or prospective customers for our exports. The way the Middle East region 
sources its food is changing. To reduce the use of precious underground water from ancient aquifers to grow 
their own crops, these countries are now looking to import wheat and feed for livestock, amongst other 
commodities. Significant new opportunities are opening up for wheat exports, particularly in Libya and Saudi 
Arabia; therefore, it is very important that we understand the requirements for these new markets. One idea that I 
want to pursue is the placement of a grain quality expert to work in Saudi Arabia to better understand its local 
flour and baking requirements, as the market could require up to six million tonnes of flour and wheat by 2015.  

I also held discussions with the Saudi Arabian Minister of Agriculture about how to increase meat-sheep 
production in Western Australia and gain access to local speciality sheep breeds for the Saudi Arabian market 
and other Gulf countries. Our Merino wethers are priced below the price of the locally preferred sheep. Just as 
we have successfully introduced Awassi, Damara and Dorper breeds into Western Australia, I think there is 
potential for the introduction of a preferred Arabic sheep breed such as Nedji.  

Opportunities also exist for the export of cereal, hay and lupins as an alternative to lucerne hay for sheep and 
cattle feeding. This will require a change to Saudi Arabia’s livestock feed import subsidy list to enable it to be 
competitive. I shall be assisting the local industry and encouraging livestock companies to visit WA to make this 
happen.  

The Saudi Arabian Minister of Agriculture and other ministers and senior officials in the Middle East revealed a 
strong interest in accessing technical assistance from Australia in a range of areas such as natural resource 
management, animal and plant quarantine and biosecurity, and water-saving and irrigation technology. I have 
invited these governments to send delegations to ascertain what services they may wish to contract from WA. 
The first group of Saudi officials, looking at animal quarantine and biosecurity, is expected to travel to Australia 
in the middle of the year. My department has also signed a $2 million contract for the Department of Agriculture 
and Food Western Australia and Curtin University to train 36 young Libyan agricultural scientists in Western 
Australia. This will build a human bridge of ambassadors for trade opportunities between Western Australia and 
Libya. 

Given that I have a bit of time left, I also acknowledge the efforts of Pankaj Savara, the manager of the WA trade 
office in Dubai. He is a most exceptional gentleman, and the contacts he has made over there have really paved 
the way for us to do a lot of business with the Middle East, which will be significant for Western Australia. 
 


